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Friday 1st July 2022 

Dance Live 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The ‘Dance Live team’ at Solent have been busy discussing ideas with the children and have finally come up 

with our 2023 theme. 

Our performance will be based on the career of Steven Spielberg. Steven was a quiet child who felt awkward 

around others but used to have the most amazing imagination. He nearly quit his movie career early on by 

throwing away his camera thinking he couldn’t achieve the level of what he saw in the movies. Determination, 

passion and believing in his potential made him into the most famous director and film maker of our day. Our 

dance will show his story and take you into a journey of some of his most famous films. 

Dance Live is a performance competition where schools have to come up with a theme, choreograph a dance, 

create their own soundtrack, back ground LED screen, edit and produce our own introduction video, make 

costumes, design hair and make-up and perform their 7-minute entry on the Guildhall stage, Portsmouth. 

Our competition entry date will either be Thursday 23rd February 2023 or Friday 24th February 2023 with 

our dress rehearsal to the school on Monday 20th February.  

There are many ways your child/children can be involved in our creative team such as dancers, backstage, 

hair and make-up team, lighting technician, props, videographers for our background screen and 

videographers for our introduction video. 

Unfortunately, due to the popularity of this event, we need to hold auditions for our dancers as we can only 

take a certain number down to the guildhall. 

Firstly, to be part of our team you need to be able to perform on the dates above, and be dedicated and 

committed to attending all rehearsals asked of you. Dancers and backstage will rehearse Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays in the junior school hall 3-5pm and will need to attend on one Saturday or Sunday a 

month. 

Our first rehearsal will be Tuesday 13th September and thereafter every Tuesday and Wednesday till 5pm. 

It is vital that your child needs to stay till 5pm as the last half hour of rehearsals are so important as this is 

when we put everything together that they have been taught. Having children leave rehearsals early or miss 

rehearsals really puts us back with our progress. 

At the beginning of the rehearsal process we may not work with the team together as we may need to 

spend time working with smaller groups, however, after Christmas we will probably need to see the whole 

team together. Rehearsal schedules will be with you in plenty of time for you to arrange alternative childcare. 

Our planned Saturday and Sunday dates are: 

Saturday 24th September 10-3, Saturday 29th October 10-3, Saturday 26th November, Saturday 28th January 

and Sunday 19th February 10-3. We do understand that some children have clubs at the weekend but 
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hopefully they will be able to make some of these dates. It maybe the case that we want to work with your 

child just for part of the day. 

Secondly, if your child/children do become part of our team you will need to pay a participation fee of £40 

which can be paid in two instalments. Dance Live is self-funding. We have to raise our own money to pay for 

our children to enter and to pay for items such as costumes etc. 

Your child’s £40 participation fee will pay for: their entry to the competition, a team t-shirt, a memory stick of 

their performance, costumes, scenery, make-up, props and transport. It is also providing you with excellent 

childcare too!  

Thirdly, you will need to be able to collect them at the end of the performance on the night to take them 

home. 

Fourthly, if we win our heat, we will be invited to perform again in the finals which are usually in May. We 

would need help with additional costs of a coach to transport us the Guildhall if we are successful. 

Finally, to be able to take part in Dance Live you would need to able to agree for your child’s images and 

dancing to be shared on Facebook, their website, the internet and possibly future merchandise. Our dance 

will also be copied onto DVD for parents to watch. 

So, if you feel your child would like to become part of our creative team, they can commit fully to our 

rehearsal schedule, you can pay the participation fee, you can assure they will be picked up after the 

event and you agree with their image being used then please fill in the details needed for our first 

round of auditions which will be for dancers. 

Backstage team entries will come out at a later date ensuring non-successful dancers can also apply for 

backstage too. 

Auditions for dancers will take place in school time on Friday 8th July for years 3, 4 and 5 and we will visit 

the infant school on Monday 11th July. Children will need to wear their PE kit to school and will be called to 

their school’s hall. We will teach the children a few moves and give them a storyline to act out and improvise. 

If they have any special talents then we will also give them a free style section to show off their dancing skills! 

If your child is unsuccessful at auditioning to be part of our creative team then we will have plenty of 

opportunities for them and you to be involved such as; designing our teams t-shirt, designing costumes, be 

part of a fundraising team to help raise funds and to help make costumes and scenery at our workshop 

weekends (dates to be confirmed nearer the time). 

If your child would like to audition for a dancer please fill in the online form by clicking HERE no 

later than midday on Wednesday 6th July.  

On another note- Dance Live are offering a ‘Summer Academy’ 1-5th August, where children can 

learn about all aspects of Dance Live and work alongside experts. If you would like more information 

on this then please visit; 

www.portsmouthguildhall.org.uk/dance-live  or contact dancelive@portsmouthguildhall.org.uk  

 

Yours Faithfully 

Mrs Brook 

Dance Live Lead 
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